
 
 

 

Molly Taylor-Poleskey 
Assistant Professor of History, Middle Tennessee State University 

 

Box 23, 1301 East Main St. 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
mollygtaylor@gmail.com 
www.taylor-poleskey.net 

EDUCATION: 
 
Stanford University, Stanford, CA 2008-2016 

M.A., History (2010), PhD, History (2016) 
with certificate in Digital Humanities 
Dissertation: The Great Elector’s Table: Food and the Rise of  
Brandenburg-Prussia, 1640-1688. 
Advisor: Laura Stokes. Committee: Laura Stokes, Paula Findlen, Carolyn Lougee. 

 
Universität Osnabrück, Germany (as Congress-Bundestag fellow) Fall 2006 
 
Mount Holyoke College, South Hadley, MA 
2001-2005 

B.A. in History, Minor: Music. Magna cum laude with a high honors history thesis 
Thesis: The Italian Journey of Hester Lynch Piozzi: The personal and cultural 
transformation of a Georgian lady. 

 
Universitá di Bologna, Italy (Study abroad through Indiana University) 2003-2004 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 
 
Middle Tennessee State Univsersity, Assistant Professor, Fall 2016-Present: 

Hist 6450/7450: Digital Tools for Historians Graduate Seminar  
Hist 3870: Doing Digital History: Mapping Nashville 
Hist 2010: Survey of U.S. History to 1877 

 
Stanford University: 

Early Modern Europe Survey, Lecturer (Spring 2016) 
Global History, 1300-1800, Teaching Assistant (Winter 2015) 
Identities of Early Modern Noble Women, Instructor (Spring 2011) 
Early Modern Europe Survey, Teaching Assistant (Fall 2010) 
Enlightenment and the Arts, Teaching Assistant (Spring 2010) 
Introduction to Modern Europe, Prof. J.P. Daughton, Teaching Assistant (Fall 2009) 

 
TEACHING FIELDS:  
 
Digital History, Modern and Early Modern Europe, Early Modern Global, Reformation, 
Enlightenment, Women & Gender, and Food History 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
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“When the Tomato was Purely Ornamental: Considering New World Foods in  

Seventeenth-Century Berlin.” in From the ‘New World’ to Europe. Transfers since the 16th  
Century, ed. Martina Kaller and Frank Jacob. Abingdon: Routledge, (Forthcoming). 

 
"A Baker, the Great Elector and Prussian Statebuilding: Territorial Integration in the Everyday,"  

German History. (Revising for resubmission)  
 
“Journey Down the Rhine: The Story Map of the 1613 Wedding Journey of Elizabeth Stuart and  

Friedrich V of the Palatinate,” Online “Neatline by Omeka” exhibit. (Forthcoming with 
Stanford Spatial History publications)  
 

“British Architects in Italy: Visualizing transformation on the Grand 
Tour,” American Historical Review. Co-authored with G. Ceserani, N. Coleman, and S. 
Murray, 122: 2 (April 2017), 425-450.  

 
Review of Food and Health in Early Modern Europe: Diet, Medicine and Society, 1450-1800, by  

David Gentilcore . Early Science and Medicine 21: 6 (2016), p. 602 – 604. 
 
„Speisen und Konsum in den Residenzen des Großen Kurfürsten: Preußen, Kleve 

und Brandenburg im Vergleich, 1640–1688.” Preußenland und Preußen. Polyzentrik im 
Zentralstaat 1525-1945, ed. Bernhart Jähnig, Jürgen Kloosterhuis, Wulf Wagner, 2016. 

 
“Mapping the Journey up the Rhine: Digital Representations of the Marriage Journey.” in The 

Palatine Wedding of 1613.  Context, Celebration, and Consequence of an Anglo-German 
Alliance, edited by Sara Smart and Mara R. Wade.  Wolfenbüttel: Wolfenbütteler Arbeiten 
zur Renaissanceforschung, 2013, 171-190.  
 

“Burney’s Journey: Visualizing social and research networks of one 18th-century ‘Grand 
Tourist’” in The CESTA Anthology 2013, edited by Jake Coolidge with an introduction by 
Zephyr Frank. Stanford: The Center for Spatial and Textual Analysis (CESTA), 2013, 
51-58.  

 
Review of As American as Shoofly Pie: The Foodlore and Fakelore of Pennsylvania Dutch 

Cuisine, by William Woy Weaver. Food, Culture & Society 17:4 (December 2014). 
 

Contributor to the Stanford Humanities News Service, Vivarium (the Stanford Center for 
Medieval and Early Modern Studies blog), and the Recipes Project
(recipes.hypotheses.org) 

 
RELATED EMPLOYMENT EXPERIENCE: 
 
Grand Tour Explorer Web Application, Research liaison for scholars (2015-2016) 
 
Republic of Letters Research Workshop at the Stanford Humanities Center (2010-2011), 

Co-coordinator 
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Mapping the Republic of Letters Project (2010), Project Coordinator 
 
Grand Tour, Mapping the Republic of Letters (2008-2011), Research Assistant for Prof. 

Giovanna Cesarani 
 
Herzog August Bibliothek (Spring 2007), Intern, Publications Department and Fellowship 

Program 
 
Museumsdorf Cloppenburg (Winter 2006), Intern for Adel auf dem Land exhibit and conference 
 
American Antiquarian Society (June 2005-July 2006), Assistant Cataloger of Rare Books 
 
GRANTS, AWARDS AND AFFILIATIONS: 
 
MTSU Faculty Research and Creative Activity Grant (Summer 2017) 
 
MTSU’s Walker Library Digital Initiatives Seed Grant (2017) for promoting digital literacy  

curriculum 
 
Giles Whiting Humanities Fellowship (2014-5) 
 
Iter Gateway Digital Humanities Travel Grant (2014) 
 
Stanford Humanities + Design Lab Graduate Research Fellow (2013-14) 
 
Campus d’été, Institut Européen d’Histoire et des Cultures de l’Alimentation, Université 

François-Rabelais de Tours (2013) 
 
Lane Research Grant in the History of Science, Medicine and Technology (Summer 2013) 
 
Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz Graduate Research Grant (2013) 
 
Ludwig Maximilian Universität, München (2012-13), Guest scholar 
 
Central European History Society Travel Grant (2012) 
 
DAAD Graduate Research Fellowship (2011-12) 
 
Fulbright Research Grant to Germany (2011-12), declined 
 
Interdisziplinäre Institut für Kulturgeschichte der Frühen Neuzeit, Universität Osnabrück 

(2011-12), Guest scholar 
 
Hume Graduate Fellowship Fund in History (Fall 2008-2011), Stanford University 
 
Congress-Bundestag Fellowship to Germany (2006-7) 
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Mary Lyons Scholar (2004-5), Mount Holyoke College award for academic excellence 
 
Almara Grant (January 2005), Mount Holyoke College funding for thesis research in the U.K. 
 
Pugh Grant in History (2004), Mount Holyoke College funding for thesis research in Italy and 

the U.K. 
 
INVITED LECTURES AND CONFERENCE TALKS: 
 
Middle Tennessee Learning Teaching & Innovative Technologies Center (September 8, 2017) 

Panelist: “Fake News and Information Literacy” 
 
Oxford Food Symposium (July 2017) 

“Brandenburg-Prussia’s Cultivated Natural Food Landscape” 
 
Universität Greifswald (May 29, 2017) 

“Digital Projections of Early Modern Space: A Modern Story Map of the Palatine Wedding 
of 1613.”  
 

MTSU’s College of Basic and Applied Sciences Research Exchange (March 2, 2017) 
Lightening talk: “Big Data in Digital History”  

 
MTSU History Department “Caffeine and Cafe” Discussion Forum (February 1, 2017) 

Organizer and discussant: “Reacting to the Present: Digital Media Literacy in the  
History Classroom” 

 
Middle Tennessee Walker Library DH Seminar (November 11, 2016) 

“Defining Digital Humanities and the Future of DH at MTSU” 
 
Vanderbilt University’s German History Seminar (November 10, 2016) 

"The Baker, the Great Elector, and Prussian State Formation: everyday Absoltism in 17th-  
Century Königsberg" 

 
Center for Spatial and Textual Analysis and History Department, Stanford (May 5, 2016) 

Organizer and moderator: “Launching a Career in the Digital Humanities” 
 
Renaissance Society of America, Boston (April 1, 2016) 

“The Great Elector and the Baker: A Microhistory of Statebuilding in Seventeenth-Century  
Brandenburg-Prussia” 

 
Center for Spatial and Textual Analysis, Stanford (November 18, 2015) 

Discussant for Panel: "Does Digital Humanities scholarship count?"  
 
The Renaissances Graduate Research Series, Stanford University (November 2, 2015)  

Public conversation on my research and the state of early modern European food history 
with Professor Ken Albala, University of the Pacific 
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Back-to-Class 2015, Mount Holyoke College Reunion Lecture (May 15, 2015) 
“Transformation in the Pot: Blancmange and the Revolution in European Cuisine.” 

 
Renaissance Society of America, Berlin (March 27, 2015) 

“‘Mostly eaten by worms and no longer useful:’ The Demise of the Kitchen Tools One 
Court Left Behind.” 

 
Institut für Geschichte der Medizin, Charité Berlin (March 19, 2015) 

Study day on Dr. Johann Sigismund Elsholtz  
 
Center for Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Stanford University (February 19, 2014) 

“Material Culture of the 17th-Century Court Kitchen.”  
 
Der Kreis German History Working Group, UC Berkeley (February 11, 2015) 

"The Great Elector’s Table: Food and the Rise of Brandenburg-Prussia, 1640-1688." 
 
Sixteenth Century Society Conference, New Orleans (October 2014) 

“A Feast for the Eyes: Digital Visualizations of Consumption at the Court of 
Brandenburg-Prussia in the 17th Century.” 

 
Center for Medieval and Early Modern Studies, Stanford University (March 6, 2014) 

“Festival and Everyday Dining at the Court of the Great Elector of Brandenburg-Prussia 
(1640-1688).” 

 
Research Center for the Theory and History of Science, University of West Bohemia, Pilzen, 
Czech Republic (November 18, 2013) 

“The Great Elector’s Physician: Johann Sigismund Elsholtz and Diet at the Court of 
Brandenburg-Prussia, 1640-1688.”  

 
Neue Forschungen zur Frühen Neuzeit Oberseminar, Ludwig Maximilian Universität, Munich 
(June 20, 2013) 

“The Manner of the Meal: Assessing Court Dining Culture Beyond Festival Literature.”  
 
Renaissance Society of America Annual Conference, San Diego (April 4, 2013) 

“Wartime Dining at the Court of Brandenburg-Prussia.” 
 
Stanford University Libraries’ Series on Paleography and Manuscript Studies (April 3, 2013) 

“How to Ignite a Palace with a Cat Bomb and other Early Modern German Secrets: A 
History of Kurrentschrift and Some Practical Tools for Reading It.” 

 
Stanford in Berlin orientation lecture (October 1, 2012) 

“Berlin in the 17th and 18th Centuries: Rise of a European Capital." 
 
Baroque Bodies, International Conference of the European Networks of Baroque Cultural 
Heritage, Vienna (September 26-29, 2012) 

“Festkultur trifft Alltagsgeschichte: Kitchen Administration Reforms at Court of
Brandenburg-Prussia.” 
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Neuere Forschungskolloquium des Interdisziplinäres Institut für Kulturgeschichte der Frühen 
Neuzeit an der Universität Osnabrück (May 15, 2012) 

Dissertation Concept: “The Brandenburg Court Food System in the Seventeenth Century.” 
 
Doktorandenkolloquium der Professorin Claudia Ulbrich , Friedrich Meineke Institute, Freie 
Universität, Berlin (February 28, 2012) 

Dissertation Project Concept: “Dining and Food Production at the Court of the Great 
Elector.” 

 
Concert Producer and Lecturer, Stanford University (May 13, 2011)  

“Mapping the Present State of Music in Italy, 1770: Music from the Grand Tour of Charles 
Burney.” Available online at http://vimeo.com/28069755  

 
Republic of Letters Conference, Fondazione Cini, Venice (March 17-19, 2011) 

“‘All Roads Lead to Rome?’ Travelers’ Routes in Eighteenth-century Italy” 
 
Una Roma Visuale: Giuseppe Vasi’s Rome Symposium, University of Oregon (Nov. 12, 2010) 

“Travelers to Vasi's Rome: Mapping Eighteenth-century Mobility” 
 
POSTERS: 
 
Oxford Digital Humanities Summer School Poster, Oxford (July 2017) 

“Journey Up the Rhine: Mapping European Geopolitics on the Eve of the 30 Years War” 
Sixteenth Century Society Conference Poster with Suzanne Sutherland and Hannah Marcus, 

New Orleans (October 2014) 
“Introducing Palladio: Tool for Visualizing Humanities Data” 

 
MEDIA:  
 
Video for the Recipes Project Virtual Conversation, “What is a recipe?” (July 2017)  

https://youtu.be/1_993y-QPNg 
Video lecture and concert, “Mapping the Present State of Music in Italy, 1770: Music from the  

Grand Tour of Charles Burney” (May 2011) http://vimeo.com/28069755  
 
SERVICE: 
 
MTSU History Department African-American History Search Committee (2017) 
 
MTSU Instructional Technologies Development Committee (2017) 
 
MTSU History Department Liaison Committee (2017) 
 
MTSU History Club, co-director (2017) 
 
Renaissance Society of America Digital Humanities Advisory Board (2017) 
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MTSU Information Literacy Faculty Advisory Group (2017) 
 
MTSU Digital Partner (2016-Present) 
 
MTSU Public History Committee (2016-Present) 
 
National History Day Judge (2006, 2017) 
 
Graduate liaison for the Certificate of Digital Humanities (2015), Stanford University 
 
Founder of the Digital Humanities Reading Group (2015), Stanford University  
 
Advisory Committee to the WorkLife office (2014-2016), Stanford University 
 
Graduate Student Representative to History Faculty (2009-2010), Stanford University 
 
Congress-Bundestag Fellowship Referee and Promoter (2008, 2010, and 2014) 
 
Mount Holyoke College History Department Search Committee Student Representative (2003) and  

admissions volunteer (2009-present)   
 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
 
Oxford Digital Humanities Summer School, “Data Science for the Humanities,” (July 2017) 
 
Workshop, “CartoDB@Stanford,” Stanford University (March 2016) 
 
Workshop, Edward Tufte Visualization Workshop, San Francisco, California (May 2015) 
 
Frankesche Stiftung, Halle, “Einführungskurs in die Arbeit mit Handschriften und alten Drucken 
aus den Beständen des Archivs und der Bibliothek der Franckeschen Stiftungen” (Summer 2011)  
 
German Historical Institute Summer Seminar (Summer 2011) 
 
LANGUAGES: 
 
English native speaker, Italian and German fluency, French proficiency, early modern Dutch and 
Latin reading ability 
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